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councils" in the hevday of Cas-
tro purges. Others apparently
were jailed for violating what

WASITENOTUN—The Mlale

almost nothing about the 23 or 24 Awncrican prisoners in Cubifn
jails whose freedom is now under nezotiation.

Department  spokestren” say
there is little solid information
aboui how most of them got
mto jail, or tor wiat,

A Chicagoan, leonard 1.
Schimidi. 23, is reported among
the Anicricens held.

Hi~  mother, Mrs.  Viviun
Davis, 3601 8§ Umgg,; widow.
who remarried, said:

“At last, maybe there is some
hope. Al T have been left with
up to now have. bccn homblc
imuginations.”

“The prisoners are Amcncan

‘citizens.” says Abba Schwartz.

of the Burcau of Security and

- Consular - Affairs, “apd  we'd
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Department professes to ko)

-

Lihe o 0 tem hack i thls
country,”
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SCHW ARTZ SAYS that o
official tist ot Amcrican pri
oners hus ever been furnishd
the US. government by 1h
Cuban government.
“We'se made up our ow
Jist from second-hand sourc
$," he says, “usually lettery
of inquiry from relatives in
this country., These letters
often tell conflicting stories
and there is no way of knows
ing for snre how accurate
they may he.”
Some of the prisoners, hf
sards were apperentlv tried b
forc  Cuban  revolutionarf
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behwartz  deserihed as “local
brdinances.”

Relatives have identified
ome as “anti-Castro™ and said
they arc cssentially political’
risoners. :
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ONE 1S A WOMAN, iden-'
ficd as Mrs. Martha O'Neal,
f Florida or Georgia. She is
pparently the only woman in
€ group.

Schwartz said he had no in-
rmation .on .charges against
er. :
Cuban negotiator James B. -
novan, who arranged the
eleasc of Cuban invasion
risoners, has reported that
remier Fidel Castro has
romised to discuss the re-
Jease of the Americans.

At the same time the State
epartment is seeking their re-
dase lhmugh the Swiss Em-

: Leen reports from the lnterna-+'
l

bhissy in Havana, in the absence
of Cuban-U.S. diplomatic re- .
lations.
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‘g SCHWARTZ SAID that all

‘of the pmonprs were jailed by
the Castro regime., but that none
of them had anything to do
with the abortive Cuban in-
vasion.

“All of them were put in
prison bcfore the Bay of Pigs’
action,” he said.

He added that there havc

Red Qrou that, as. a




